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We might imagine here that we were listening to a debate on physiology of development in the nineties of the last century. Blumenbach is prior -both to Roux and to the author of this book in a very important matter ; namely, in the establishment of the conception of restitution that is not-true " regulation." i
And then comes a thought for which Blumenbach can claim priority over Gustav Wolff. How, he asks, can everything be preformed in healing and similar phenomena in view of their casual nature ? " It would be presumptuous to try to persuade anyone of such a thing." Such is in its clearest form the conception of " primary purposiveness," which is used both by Blumenbach and G. Wolff against preformation and in favour of the vitalistic theory.
Compared with the above the details which Blumenbach gives as to the mode of action of his formative impulse are naturally of a very indefinite and preliminary nature, and of much less importance : and at the most we need record his view that even malformations follow special laws, although here external causes disturb the results of the formative impulse.
Thus we find ourselves at the end of the second period of the old Vitalism and, as we have already mentioned, at its height. If we compare the beginning and the end of this period, i.e. Harvey and Stahl on one hand and C. Pr. Wolff and Blumen-
1 Under " Regeneration " we only understand the separation of damaged parts by " sprouting " from the wounded surface.